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Dzvr. XXXIII Part of the deb Verſe 


And of Tous he ſaid, let thy Thummim and thy Urin 
bie with 5 Holy One. 


HESE Words are part of that Bleſſing wherewith 
Moſes the Man of God blefled the Tribe of Levi 
before his Death, and we may conſider this and 
the reſt of the Bleſſings which we meet with in 
this Chapter, not only as containing an affectionate Wiſh 
or ardent Prayer to God for his Benediction upon the 
ſeveral Tribes, but as Prophetical of their future Condition, 
and foretelling the very Bleſſings which God would actual- 
ly confer upon them. 

I'r has been remarked by ſome learned Writers * that 
there is an Agreement in many Particulars between this 
Bleſſing of Moſes, and that of the holy Patriarch Jacob , 
thus much it is certain may be obſerved of both theſe ex- 
cellent Perſons, that they expreſs themſelves in their laſt 
Moments with a peculiar Grandeur and Authority, and the 
nearer they approach to their Exit, their Thoughts ſeem 
more elevated, and proportionably enlarged, like Images 
by the ſetting Sun. And however their Bleſſings may have 
been mifrepreſented by the Scorner, yet the Gravity and 
Importance of them will convince any ſober Enquirer, that 
they were not any wild Reverees, or even the bright Flaſhes 
of decaying Nature, but the pure Dictates of Divine Inſpi- 


* Sce Bp. Patrick in loc. I Geneſis 49. * 
1 ration, 


(2) 

ration, and the undoubted Teftimony of the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy. And the deſign of both was equally affectionate, 
viz. by a tender farewel Admonition to alleviate the loſs of 
thoſe about them, to invigorate their Hopes, and raiſe their 
Expectations by a comfortable Proſpe& of what ſhould befal 
them in the latter Days. A Deſign worthy of their ſevera] 
Relations, and ſuited to the 1 of a Father and a 
Lawgiver. 


I 5411, confine my ſelf at preſent to that part of Ae. 
fes's Bleſſing, which concerns the Tribe of Levi in parti- 
cular, as more proper to the occaſion of our preſent mect- 
ing, and more worthy in it ſelf of our Notice and Atten- 
tion: For the Bleſſing asked for and appropriated to this 
ſacred Tribe we may obſerve is of a Spiritual Nature, Moe 
begs not for. them any "Temporal Advantages, ſuch as a 


fruitful Land, or Conqueſt and Victory over their Enemies, 


but his pious Requeſt is, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim 
be with thy Holy One. A Ret more ab: to the 


Nature 0 God, their King and Governour, and to their 


Office and e ee as his Prieſts and Miniſters ! 


T sn not entertain you with tne different Opinions 
of the Learned“, much leſs with any Rabbinical Conceits, 
or myſtical Senſes of Urim and Thummiim, nor {hall I at- 


tempt to explain the manner of conſulting this Oracle, nor 
how the Anſwer was returned by it ; what ſeems to be ge- 
nerally + agreed upon is, that they were two Ornaments in 


the Hligh-Prieſt's Breaſt-Plate, the one fignifying Light, and 
the other Perfection, and ſo we ſind them rend red 1 in the 


See Spencer de Urim & Thummim Tom. 2. Lib. 3. Diſſert. 7. & Buxtorſ. Hiſtoria U- 
rin & Thunumim. Mr. Medes Works. L. 1. Diſc. 35. 


ancient 
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ancient Verſions *®. And the meaning of them as they ſtand 
connected in the Texts which I ſhall underſtand with the 
beſt Expoſitors in the general and comprehenſive Senſe, 
when reduced into a Petition, is briefly this, make O Lord 
the whole Tribe of Levi, and every Degree and Order of 
them perfect and upright as well as skilful and enlightned 
in the Diſcharge of their great Duty. 

Fxou the Words thus explained theſe two uſeful Points 
of Doctrine offer themſelves to our Conſideration. 


I. Tur the Perfection of a good and exemplary Life is 
required i in every faithful Son of Levi, who is called 
in the Text God's Holy One by way of Eminence. 


II. Tnar the Light and Illumination of Knowledge, and 
as a Conſequence of that, a Sound and Orthodox Faith 
is neceſſary for the Work of tlie Miniſtry, and the edi- 
fying of the Body of Chriſt; when theſe two Requi- 
ſites happily concur, they make rhe Man of God, per- 


Fect, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 


Axp 1/} give me leave with all due Deference and Sub- 
miſſion to lay before you ſome important Reaſons to evince 
the neceſſity of a good and exemplary Life in every true Son 
of Levi. And I beſeech you, Brethren, /uffer this word of 
Exhortation from me, who preſume not to admoniſh the 
more knowing Sons of the Prophets out of any Spirit of Self- 
luthciency, or with any View of diſtinguiſhing my ſelf from 
others, as 2% I had already attained, or were already per- 


fe, but as an humble OR Snis only, I would rather 


beſeech my Brethren and Companions in Labour, to ſhew 


„ $amarit. Elucidationes & perfectiones. Arab. dilucidationes & certitudines. Syr. Lucidum & 
perfectum. LXX OD x «Faw, Aquila & Theodotion Puno wo 3 TAKOT A 


A 2 themſelves, 


(4+) 
themſelves, as they have happily already done, in all Things 
Patterns of good Works. | 

Ap the firſt Conſideration which I ſhall urge, is that 
a good Example more effectually perſwades Men than the 
beſt Counſels or the moſt edifying Precepts; and the Rea- 
{on is obvious, becauſe the moſt able Inſtructor that delivers 


only Leſſons of Prudence and Advice, does not give that 


Satisfaction to the World, that he believes himſelf what he 


preſſes upon others, as he that enforces his Doctrines with 


his own. good Conduct. For tis poſſible that the. beſt and 
moſt finith'd Diſcourſes may be inſincere, and therefore can 
be no certain and infallible Teſts of a Man's own Senti- 
ments; but when Men tranſcribe and recommend their In- 
ſtructions by their own good Behaviour and Example, they 


give a ſenſible and viſible Proof of their real Belief and Sin- 


cerity. The Morals therefore and good Works of the Cler- 
gy are eſpecially neceſſary for the Conviction of others, they 
are living Arguments, which all People do both underſtand 
and feel, they carry with them a more convincing Force 
and Authority than the fineſt Reaſoning, and perſwade 
more univerſally than the moſt exact and cloſeſt Writings. 
For many Diſcourſes, eſpecially abſtract and metaphyſical 
Speculations, do not come within the level of ordinary Un- 
derſtandings, and ſo do not affect the much greater Part; 
but a good Life proclaims its Excellence in a univerſal Lan- 
guage, and ſpeaks to the Senſes of every Hearer. I cannot 
better illuſtrate this than in the Words of a very pious Wri- 
ter *, « Preeeps and Difcourſes of Vertue are only the Pi- 
« ctures and artificial Deſcriptions of it, a virtuous Exam- 


« ple is Vertue animated and expoſed to our View. in all its. 


„Keel Chriſtian Life. Vol. 1. p. 240, 


&« living 


(5) 

„living Charms and Attractions: And therefore by how 
much Nature exceeds Art, and the moſt accompliſhed 
« Beauties excel their Statues and Pictures, by ſo much is 
« Vertue in Examples more amiable and attractive than in 
« Precepts and Difcourſes. The Art indeed of ſpeaking to 
the Paſſions, the Knowledge of Languages, the happy Skill 
of interpreting Scripture, and the nice management of Con- 
troverſy muſt be all allowed exceedingly uſeful in the Sa-- 
cred Calling, but ſtill I fay She ſpeaking even with the Tongues 
if Men and of Angels, and the underſtanding all the My- 
eries in Scripture are not comparable to living the great” 
Things taught in it. "Twas the Lives of the Apoſtles that 
jintly with their Miracles made the Chriſtian Religion fo: 
ſucceſsful in the World; 'twas the Lives of the Primitive 
Chriſtians that ſurmounted all oppoſition, and were more 

perſwaſive and commanding than their moſt learned A 
logies, aon eloguimur magna, ſed vivimus*, was their glo- 
tious Motto and Triumph: "Twas the Lives of the firſt 
Reformers that gave ſo ſpeedy a Progreſs to the happy Work 
of the Reformation, and by the ſame powerful Motives of 
holy Living muſt the Bleſſings of it be {till continued. 
2dly. As the Power of Example is ſo great, tis neceſſa- 
ry that the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould not only be innocent 
rom every great Offence, but avoid even the Appearance 
of Evil, and guard againſt every poſſible Slip, which Ma- 
lice often ſo improves and aggravates, as thereby to blacken 
even the brighteſt Character: d, run A ,ο m Trace), ſays 
It, Chry/oftom Þ, iz Aue d1Ipunuy WG, 83% ab F AUTGY xampu- 
ULKWy YPeACs & To dun Th F xamtytear apa Napuyi, LAN ter- 
cu FAITE Wo, A t pIXPY = aragd uU. If we happen; 


* Minuc, Felix. + De Sacerdotio, Lib, 3. c, 14. Edit. Fronto ducz. 


lays. 


ſays that learned Father, to be guilty of any little Indiſcre- of t! 
tion, ſuch as is incident to us as Men, our former good Coy. Nupo 
duct will not be of weight enough to ſtop the Mouths of hav: 
Accuſers, but that ſingle Inadvertency ſhall darken the rel ; 
of our Character. A Miniſter therefore of the Goſpel, ſince Nan 
every Slip will be interpreted ſo much to his diſadvantage, {but 
ought not only to have the Innocence of the Dove, and con- ſand 
ſcientiouſly diſcharge his Duty, but he muſt be as wiſe and exc! 
cautious as the Serpent, conduct himſelf by the moſt ſtriq the 
and approved Rules of Prudence, and avoid all poſſible oc. Wthat 
caſions of offence. Such a Chriſtian Decency of Behaviour Wicrt 
and deportment carries with it ſo many Charms, that it will {ral 
procure Reſpect and Authority to our Function, and both Effe 
recommend and adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour, Milt 
Me therefore, my Brethren, who are holy unto the Lord, "i 
and are his in a peculiar manner muſt remember that ve reſt 
ſtand related to him in a Capacity and Office that other Nee 
Men are not, and therefore muſt deny our ſelves many L- {ol 
berties even in Things lawful which the Laity may take 
without Cenſure or Exception: There are many innocent Nn 
Words and Actions, many lawful Exerciſes and Diverſion, N 
many harmleſs Inſtances of good Humour and Pleafantry the 
which do not comport with the Gravity and Importance of N 
the Sacred Profeſſion. Hence it was that God under the 
Law reſtrained his Prieſts from many Things allowed to the 
reſt of the People, and the Reaton is expreſsly“ given, be- 
cauſe they were holy unto the Lord. Hence thoſe Limita- 
tions and Rules for the Conduct of the Chriſtian Prieſthood Y 
in the Epiſtles to 7Z7,n0thy and Titus; and hence laſtly thoſe 


wholſome Reſtrictions which are enjoyned by the Canons 0 
of 


* Leviticus c. 21. 


T7} = 
oc the ancient and preſent Church; all which are founded 


1- (upon that Decorum and Expediency which the Clergy muſt. 
have a regard to in all their Actions. 


zdly. Tas Degeneracy of the preſent Age makes ſuch 
an unblamable Conduct ſtill more neceſſary; we cannot 
but be ſenſible how much Iniquity every where abounds, . 
and that tis an Artifice of the Libertine and Freethinker to 
excuſe their Corruptions and ſcreen their Infidelity under 
the pretended bad Lives of the Clergy ; if there really be 
that Power and Efficacy in the Chriſtian Religion as is aſ- 
ſerted. why do we not ſee, ſay the Infidels, a more gene- 
ml Reformation among Chriſtians, why are not its Divine 
Effects more viſible in the Lives and Converſation of its Mi- 
niſters in particular; why, if they really believe thoſe great 
Truths which they with ſo much Earneſtneſs preſs upon the 
reſt of the World, do they not confirm their Faith by an 
exemplary ſtrictneſs of Life, ond a, Conduct ſuitable to fo. 
holy a Character ? | 

Turs Objection it muſt be acknowledged will ever be 
matter of juſt Reproach and Condemnation to ſuch unhap- 
W y Perſons as give the fad occaſion for it, and thereby make 
e Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, and the Uncircum- 
of Nied triumph: For if the Roman Orator could fay of ſuch: 
ne Fs acted beneath the dignity of their Calling *, ibi vide- 
he vu piſſimuim ut cum vita pugnaret Oratio. Ut enim ſi 
e- Pammaticuim ſe profeſſus quiſpiam barbare loquatur, aut ft 
a- rde canat is, qui ſe haberi velit muſicum, hoc turpior it, 
xd Nad in eo ihſo peccet cujus profitetur Scientiam : Sic Phileſo- 
ſe Fh in vite ratione peccans, hoc turpior eff quod in Officio 
ns js Magiſter efſe vult labitur, artemque vite profeſſus de- 


Ciceron. Tuſculan, Diſput. Lib, 2. p. 117. Edit. Davies. 


linquit 


then let them enjoy their liberty of caſting the firſt Stone. b 


do good to Mankind, and whoſe Heart's Deſire and Pray: 
10 God for Ijratl is, that they may be ſaved. But tho thi 


Parable, and ſay in the Words of the Bleſſing of Fo/epb . 


189 

Iinguit in vita. If this Obſervation upon the Moral « 

Heathen Philoſophers is juſt, the Scandal would be-greath zhy 
aggravated we mult allow in one of the Chriſtian Clergy ha 
could that taunting Proverb be juſtly retorted upon hin of 
Phyfician heal thy ſelf. But this Objection, I truſt, is in th 6 
general ee and the rather, as I have the pleaſure . 
to think that your Conduct, my Brethren, will juſtify n ſta 


in this Confidence of Boaſting. Not that we pretend to main th 


tain any abſolute Perfection in the Clergy, which the frail E) 


even of the beſt of Chriſtians will not admit of; nor aſfr tc 


that upon our Ordinations we were all inſpired, or mad of 
Partakers of an Angelical Nature: We are ſenſible that ii * 
ter all our moſt exact Care ſome little Inadvertencics vil 
unavoidably eſcape us, and for ſuch Slips our Cenſors ſhoul 8 
make candid and humane Allowance, conſidering then N 
ſelves as frail, and probably not leſs imperfect. But the 
ſhould firſt W to caſt the Beam out of their own Zy N 
and then may they with a better Grace ſay to their Spiritul 10 

Brother, let me pull out the mote out of thine Eye *, Ort N 
ſpeak without a Parable, when they themfelves are with n 
out Sin, or take equal Pains to prevent the occaſion Ni 


Is the mean time tis a melancholly Conſideration t 
obſerve, that they eſpecially have been the Objects of Cen 
ſure and ill Treatment, whoſe Office and Pleaſure it if 


Enemies of the Church have been many in every Age, ye : 
thro' the tender Mercy of our God, ſhe may take up hell © 


® -Luke 6. 42. | Gene/. 49. 23. 


1 | 
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. „„ Accbers have ſorely grieved him, and ſhot at him and 
"ll bated him, but his Bow abode in S trength, and the Arms 


of his Hand were made frong by the Hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob. 

4:hly. Maxy Things do concur in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances to awaken the Clergy to diſcharge their Duty with 
the greateſt Zeal and Application. We are ſenſible that the 
Eyes of the great Senate of the Nation are at this Time par- 
ticularly upon us, that our Affairs are under the Cogniſance 
of that wiſe Sanhedrim, and that every falſe Step we make, 
will furniſh matter of complaint againſt us. And tis with 
regret I add, that the Negle&s of ſome of our Brethren have 
already been publickly and ſolemnly inſiſted on, but this 
Charge I hope hes againſt but few of them, who from the 
"hat of their Office being deſigned as Lights, any Shade 
in their bright Character, tho the Inſtances be but rare, 


muſt conſequently be more obſerved, as Spots in the Sun 


are the more remarkable. And if ſome few only of thoſe 
Numbers who attend upon the Altar, he been falſe Apo- 
ſtles, and fallen beneath that amiable Character of Perfec- 
tion, which is expected from and 1s indeed the Glory and 
Ornament of our Order, this perſonal Charge ought to be 
no Imputation, and from the Impartialit) of that auguſt 
Aſſembly we juſtly promiſe our ſelves that it will be no. diſ- 
advantage, to the whole Body of the Clergy. At this Sea- 
lon and in the Day of Trial tis a Pleaſure to think that In- 
nocence will be a certain Safeguard, and fo long as we keep 
Innocence, we have an Advocate that will ever plead for 
us, a Comfort that will never deſert us; by it in holy 7ob's* 

Phraſe we ſhall be hid from the Scqurge of the Tongue 


325 0: Bf. 
B when 


' Outcry for the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 


plary and holy Life is unſuſpected of all ſiniſter Views, 'i 


and Orthodox Faith is neceſſary likewiſe for the work d 
the Miniſtry, and the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 


Holy Spirit; this Divine Help is neceſſary for the right Di- 


: ( 10) 
when its Arrows fly thick from every Quarter: This ang 
an unſhaken Loy will ever be found of more real Set. 
vice to the Intereſts of. the Church, than an intemperat; 


Lord, which 1s often interpreted to proceed from a Party 
Spirit, or ſelf Intereſt and a Concern for the Craft, as ou 
Profeſſion is ſometimes modeſtly called. The lifting up th 
Voice like a Trumpet, the inveighing againſt falſe Brethrey, 
and ſpeaking evil of dignities, ſerve only to expoſe a Man; 
Zcal to Ridicule, and his Perſon to danger; but an exem. 


ſhews it ſelf ½ the fanall ſtill Voice, where God is found, 
and not in the Rage of Fire, or the Commotions of a 
Earthquake“. 


I PrRocteD now 2dly to ſhew that the Light and IIlumi. 
nation of Knowledge, 4 as a Conſequence of that, a Sound 


Avp the firſt Sort of Illumination which is here prayel 
for as being above all others requiſite is the light of God" 


charge of every Calling, but in the work of the Miniſtry 
there is moſt need of ſupernatural Aſſiſtance as the weight 
of our Charge is ſo great and the Buſineſs fo important. Fer 
the Things committed to our Care are of infinite Value, no 
leſs than the Security of Chriſt's Church which is his Body, Nor 
and the Salvation of Mens Souls which his precious Blood 
alone could purchaſe: And if any of theſe periſh thro' neg-Þp, 
le& or want of duc warning, or hath declared by his Pro- 


1 Kings c. 95 v. 11. 12. 


phet, 


Err) . 


phet * hat he will require their Blood at the Watchman's 

Hands. | 
Taz greatneſs and difficulty of our Truſt will be further 

apparent if we conſider the ſeveral Parts of the Paſtoral Du- 


ty, ſuch as the inſtructing and exhorting, the admoniſhing _ 


and reproving, the directing and conducting, the viſiting 
and comforting, all which and many other Duties, which 
as St. Chry/oſtom + expreſſes it are a Burden equal to an An- 
gels Shoulders, call for a double Portion of God's Spirit to 
reſt upon the Man of God. By the Spirit of God we were 
at firſt called to our ſacred Office, and by the Aſſiſtance 
of the ſame Spirit we are and muſt be enabled to execute 
the ſeveral Functions of it. Tis by the Spirit that we at 
any Time pray acceptably for our ſelves, and tis the Spirit 
that muſt help us to intercede effectually for others. Tis 


ie Guidance of the Holy Spirit which muſt open the Senſe 


of thoſe Holy Writings, which as Inſtructors in Righteouſ- : 
neſs we are to explain to others; that muſt give Succeſs to 


jour Preaching, and make it effectual for the producing all 


thoſe Virtues in the Hearers, which are the genuine Fruits 
of the Spirit. This Gift of Urim therefore, or the Divine 
Illumination of God's Holy Spirit is to be asked of God fer- 
rently by every one of us, and by others on our behalf, as 
being ſo fundamentally neceſſary to the right diſcharge of 
our Sacred Calling as that without it all our other Talents 
wil be fruitleſs. In vain will Paul plant, or Apollos water 
unleſs the Divine Aſſiſtance crown the Work, and the Dew 
of Heaven give the Encreaſe. But when we are enlight- 
ned from above, and taſte the Heavenly Gift, and are made 


Fartakers of the Holy Ghoſt, tis then we are the moſt able 


* Exekiel c. 3. v. 18. + De Sacerdotio, 


B 2” Miniſters 


1 2) 1 | 
Miniſters by the Poweyof his Might, tis then we beſt ay 
ſwer our Titles of Spiritual Perſons, which the Language 
and Cuſtom of the World has particularly diſtinguiſhed 
us by. : 

NexT to the infallible Guidance of the Holy Spirit, the 
Urim or Illumination of Knowledge ſeems moſt requiſite, 
By which I mean not the whole Circle of Science, nor x 
Skill in dark Points and unprofitable Enquiries, but ſuch a 
Compaſs of proper and uſcful Learning as is beſt adapted ty 
to the Nature and Buſineſs of our Profeſſion. Such in par: 
ticular s the Study and Underſtanding of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, a. d the reading them with ſuch ſtrict Attention and 
neceſſary Helps as fully to comprehend the meaning d 
them, am. happily to expound and interpret them. Fo 
unleſs we underſtand the Sacred Writings, how ſhall ws 
from thence enforce our Doctrines, or invigorate our E 
hortations? We are to be skilful and ready, as Circun- 
ſtances and Occaſions ſhall require, to inſtruct the Ignorani 
to confirm the Faithful, convince Gainſayers, comfort tht 
Sad, ſtrengthen the Weak, exhort the Negligent, and r. 
prove the Sinner; in ſuch a variety of Caſes rightly 10 d. 
vide the Word of Truth is a Task of no ſmall difficulty, and 
requires an Apollos, one mighty in the Scriptures to eu 
cute it. 

WIA are are all ſenſible how particularly uſeful ſuch : 
Fund of Spiritual Knowledge is in our Viſitations of tit 
Sick, and have with pleaſure often experienced that an a 
polite Text of Holy Scripture duly applied and prefiec 
home upon the Conſcience in the Spirit of Meekneſs, l 
done more good to a diſtempered Sou], than the Balm 0 


Gilead, or the ableſt Phyſician there. And this by th 
| | Wa 


E . 
way ſhews us the uſefulneſs of Caſuiſtical Divinity, for ſince 
Piſcourſes from the Pulpit, however good and well intend- 
cd may often be too general to reach particular Caſes, and: 
many Vices may not be fo ſufficiently and minutely treated: 
of as to affect the Sinner, the Study of the Conſcience and 
the Knowledge of 1ts State, with the Skill of a proper Ap- 
plication to its wants and uneaſineſſes, muſt therefore be of. 
great uſe and moment. And can we conceive any under- 
taking more lovely or of greater Benefit, than to fit in Mo- 


fes's Chair, and by the Judgment and Oracle of Vim to 


comfort the Diſconſolate, ſtrengthen the Weak, reſolve the 
Doubtful, heal the Broken-Hearted, and with a skilful and. 
diſtinguiſhing Hand proportion and apply a fit Medicine 
for every Sicknels ? 

Tar laſt neceſſary Qualification in a Miniſter of Chriſt 
which I ſhall mention is a Sound and Orthodox Faith. 
This is particularly requiſite in this evil. Age of Unbelief, 
when ſo many looſe Notions and Principles are induſtriouſſy 
propagated to the diſadvantage of the Chriſtian Faith. At 
ſuch a time it becomes the Man of God to be zealous for 
the Lord of Hoſts, to diſcountenance Errors wherever they 


are found, and detect the Artifices of thoſe that lie in wait 


to deceive. And however other Men may {leep, may be 
careleſs and indolent about the Security of the common 
Faith, the Watchman of the Lord muſt be continually 
awake to prevent the Enemy from ſowing Tares. He muſt 
not only preſs the neceſſity of an Orthodox Faith in-gene- 


ral, but attend to particular Hereſies as they ariſe, and in 


his Diſcourſes purpoſely inſiſt upon ſuch Doctrinal Points, as 
may beſt guard his Flock againſt the Poiſon of them. 

Doxs any Deiſt thro' Philgſaphy and vain deceit deny 

| . this: 


( 14) 
the Neceſſity or Advantages of Revelation? Are our Arti. 
cles and Creeds miſrepreſented by Freethinkers as ſo many 
Impoſitions on Human Liberty? Are the Miracles of our 
blefled Saviour inſulted by the Prophane, or his Divinity 
yet diſputed by the Arian? Is the Holy Sacrament it elf 
repreſented as a meer Sign, and the Fencey neceſſary to pre. 
ſerve its Reverence broken down? Are the eternal Terror: 
of the Lord wantonly ſported with, and his infinite juſt. 
Judgments brought utterly to an end for evermore? In ſack 
ſhocking Circumſtances to be cold or unaffected, filent or 
unconcerned when the Cauſe of that God who redeemed 
us, and of that Religion by which we hope to be faved, is 
ſo nearly concerned, would be an unpardonable indifference 
Ihe Sentiments of the celebrated Ronran Orator, in a Cauſe 
of much leſs moment, are far more generous and heroick *, 


id quod ſuſcepi quoad potero perferam, quod % perferre non 


potero, opprimi me onere officit malo, quam id quod mihi 


cum fide ſemel impoſitum eft, aut propter perfidiam abjicere, 


aut propter infirmitatem animi deponere. A noble Reſolu- 
tion this in a Heathen, and even worthy the Imitation of 
every Chriſtian Paſtor, for when the Guardians and Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt's Church in their ſeveral Stations and Capa- 
cities are zealous in defence of its true Principles and Inte- 
reſts, when they contend earneſtly for the Faith committed 
to their Truſt, and take ſuch Care to fence his Vineyard 
-about, as that no wild Boar out of the Wood doth root it up, 
nor wild Beaſt out of the Field devour it +, then do they 
fulfil their high Calling and Miniſtry, then does their Cha- 


racter, as Overſeers of Chriſt's Flocks, ſhine forth with a 
diſtinguiſhed Luſtre. 


® Ciceron. Orat. pro Sex. Roſcio. + P/al. 80, 13. 


Many 
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Many Inferences might be drawn from what has been 
faid, I ſhall content my ſelf at preſent with the two follow 
ing, which I addreſs chiefly to the conſideration of the Laity. 


1/7, From this Prayer of 'Mofes's in the Text for the 
Tribe of Levi, we may ſee the reaſonableneſs of that Peti- 
tion which our Church inſerts in her Liturgy for a particu- 
lar Bleſſing upon the Clergy: It likewiſe ju Riſes her to all. 
ſuch who are ſenfible what great Advantages they receive 
from a learned and exemplary Clergy, in her appointment 
of folemn Ember Weeks,» and thoſe excellent occaſional 
Forms which ſhe uſes to implore the Bleſſing of God upon 
the Perſons then ſeparated to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
which are almoſt an exact Paraphraſe * upon the words of 
the Text, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with. 5 | 
Holy One. | 


_ 2dly. From this ſpecial Title of Holy One given to Levi, 
we may obſerve how little Reaſon ſome have to be offend-- 
ed at thoſe Names of Reverence + and Reſpe& by which 
Cuſtom, and probably from this Precedent, has diſtinguiſh-- 
ed the Clergy. For fo long as they are called with a Holy 
Calling, and execute ſuch Offices and Powers as are Holy ; 
ſo long as they lead a Life of Holineſs themſelves, and re- 
commend it by their Doctrine and Practice to others, let 
not any repine at that Honour which God himſelf has gi- 


ven them of inſcribing on their Mitre + Holineſs unto the : >, 


Lord. 


* See Comber's Companion: to the. Temple p. 362, 1 2. Edie Fol, 
+ Mede's Works Bo x I, Diſc, 35s. | 
t Exodus 28. 36. 
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